
A study of a significant turning point in British history,

Sir Robert Peel, Crime and Punishment
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Life before the police.
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 1712 Last conviction for witchcraft, Jane Wenham was given a queen’s 
pardon and died of natural causes.  

 1748  Henry Fielding was appointed magistrate at Bow Street courts   
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 1754 Henry Fielding died and his nineteen year old brother took over.  He was
blind and known by the people who stood before the court as the ‘Blind Beak’

 1754 The watchmen were created. They were often
unpaid parish constables who were as bad as the
thieves and criminals. They were corrupt.
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 1787  Botany Bay in Australia was made a convict settlement. 

 1798  The river police were set up to patrol the River Thames, as this ran 
through what was the heart of London.
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 1804 2,044 special constables were appointed and sworn in as police
officers. They were called the Bow Street Runners.

 1812 Capital Punishment was abolished for soldiers begging without
permission from their commanding officers.
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 1815 Boy of 10 hanged for stealing a handkerchief

 1829 The formation of the Metropolitan Police force
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 1837 Victoria become Queen

 1901 First police photographer employed
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 1905  The first fingerprint used in a trial. The bludgeoned bodies of London shopkeepers 
Thomas and Ann Farrow were found by a worker. Scotland Yard investigator Melville 
Macnaughten, best known for a major 1894 report on Jack the Ripper, noticed a greasy smudge on 
the inside of the cash box. Three years earlier, an English court had admitted fingerprint evidence 
in a theft case.

 1918 The first mobile police squad, the Sweeny
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 1921 The first police box

 1923 The first women police officers
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 1924 The first police motor cycle

 1933 The first police car, ‘Q’ car
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 2014  A modern police car
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L.O  I can draw a timeline with the different 
historical periods showing key historical 

events.

Your task
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Why was there a need for a police 
force?
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Read this copy of the 
article.

How much do you 
understand?

An extract from a article written by Henry Fielding in 1751
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What do you notice 
about the spelling of 
some of the words
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An extract from a article written by Henry Fielding in 1751

Why were there so 
many people 
committing robberies?

What was the other 
encouragement to 
robbery?

What was the City of 
Westminster like in 
1751?
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Using the information you have taken from the text, 
construct an advertisement to attract ordinary people to 
want to be a special constable.

Some things to remember when writing an advert you need to 

ensure:

Bold writing and fonts

Persuasive language

Gimmicks/special offers/deals

Colourful/stand out

Use quotes and comments

Use lots of facts

Pictures included
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In 1829  John Kent the son of a Caribbean slave brought to work on the estates of a 
Cumberland land owner.   John was born in Carlisle in 1795.

A black figure was a rare sight in that corner of north-west England at the time and 
even before he joined the police Mr Kent would attract crowds as he worked laying 
pavements for the city corporation.

Known across the city as “Black Kent”, he was clearly a valuable member of the 
force. His obituaries tell how he was so well known that a generation of Carlisle 
children were brought up to fear him.
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Not until the 1960’s would we see other black offers join the 
Metropolitan Police force.

1967 Norwell Roberts became the second black police officer 
to join the Metropolitan Police Force.  Served as a police 
officer for 30 years reaching the rank of detective sergeant.  
He also receive the Queens Policing Medal (QPM) 
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1968 Sislin Fay Allen became the first black police 
woman to join the Metropolitan Police Force.  She was 
based at Croydon police station in South London.  4 
years later she left the force to become a police officer in 
her home country,  Jamaica. 
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https://innovateforgrowth.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Sislin.mp4


Using the spreadsheet provided answer these questions.

1. Which of the highlighted police services have the 
greatest number of ethnic minority officers?

2. Which is the largest police service

3. Which is the largest ethnic group in the 
Metropolitan police service

4. Which service has the largest number of Women 
police officers? What could be the reasons for this?

5. Choose some data to display in the form a graph
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I hope you enjoyed your learning,  Please keep your 
Crime and Punishment  class display up to date and 
relevant.  

The End
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